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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Museums are places of memory and space to preserve, introduce and
publish the culture of the past and the works left from the past history of
the land. Sacred defense museums are created as collections to collect,
recognize and publish the culture of sacred defense and research in this
Article History: direction. The necessity and importance of these museums can be derived
Received 26 November 2025 from the intellectual foundations and religious, national and patriotic
ii‘c’le;i‘; ngDggﬁng gggz ideas. The country of Iran, focusing on Islamic and Iranian culture and
Published Online 01 June 2026 foundations, and having gone through many wars and incidents in the
battle with its many enemies, has a great history in the holy defense,
which research is in line with what, why and how to design the museums
of the holy defense. It can be a way to read and explain the future path.

Avrticle type:
Research Paper

Keywords: Therefore, this article aims to explain the dimensions and necessities of
Holy Defense Museum, the design of sacred defense museums with a qualitative approach, which
Urban identity, tries to do this research by studying case examples of war and military
Sustainability, museums in different countries of the world and studying documents and
Iranian Islamic Civilization. libraries. . The results of this research show that the basics of designing

war and military museums in world records, especially in western
countries, include the defense of the homeland and homeland, displaying
national honors and honoring the soldiers and officers who died and
survived the war, as well as human rights with an emphasis It is about the
killings and destruction left over from the First and Second World Wars
and regional and local wars. But the foundations of the design of the
sacred defense museums are based on the sanctity of defense and Islamic
values, God-centered, Velayat-centered, and resurrection belief, which is
manifested in the form of the concepts of martyrdom and sacrifice and
through the tools, memories, wisdom, and sacrifices of warriors and
martyrs, Martyrdom lifestyle, spirituality and requirements of lIranian-
Islamic architecture and the urban Arsan pattern.
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Introduction

The Sacred Defense possessed characteristics, among which the following can be noted: The Sacred
Defense is a sacred struggle (jihad) to defend human rights; it is imbued with spirituality derived from
religious, national, and doctrinal beliefs. Furthermore, it was a scene of endurance and resistance by
brave and valiant combatants—a spirit that today is essential and vital for the Islamic Ummah to stand
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against global arrogance. The courage of the combatants, especially the commanders, was widely
renowned, and their martyrdom-seeking spirit instilled fear in the hearts of enemies on the battlefields.
The lifestyle of the martyrs and combatants has always been instructive and exemplary, to the extent
that their morals and spirit on the battlefields—their precision in safeguarding public treasury and
people's rights, their forgiveness and kindness toward subordinates, their fairness and benevolence,
their simple living, and self-purification—are remarkable and educational.

Materials and Methods

This research is conducted using historical, analytical, and logical inference research methods, as well
as interdisciplinary research, employing documentary and library study methods and case study
research. Thus, in the section on the background study of military museums and case studies, historical
research and field survey methods have been used. In the theoretical foundations section, by analyzing
the content of texts, the theoretical foundations of the Sacred Defense and the New Islamic
Civilization and their relationship within the Sacred Defense museums have been studied.
Furthermore, in explaining the relationship between the theoretical foundations and the architecture
and urban planning of Sacred Defense museums, an interdisciplinary approach has been adopted in the
final part of the theoretical foundations. In the findings and conclusion section, using logical
reasoning, the requirements for planning and design have been presented.

Results

The most important national, religious, and doctrinal components used in the design and development
of Sacred Defense museums are: the sanctity of jihad and defense, urban and national identity,
recollection of Sacred Defense memories, transmission of the culture of jihad, resilience and self-
sacrifice, honoring and commemorating the Sacred Defense, the martyrs and combatants, tourism
centered on the Sacred Defense, a sense of patriotism, spirituality, the martyr-inspired lifestyle, and
attention to the requirements of Iranian-Islamic architecture. Preserving and disseminating the spirit of
self-sacrifice and martyrdom-seeking not only plays a significant role in enhancing human perfections
but also guarantees the immunity and protection of society against evil forces; and although in this
regard, Islamic values also manifest themselves in various ways. Nevertheless, even though during the
formation of the glorious Islamic Revolution and during the Sacred Defense period, society was filled
with a yearning for martyrdom and being killed in the path of God, various methods are still employed
to promote the culture of martyrdom and self-sacrifice. The most important foundations and pillars of
Sacred Defense museums include the sanctity and God-centeredness of defending the homeland and
divine values, which leads to the identity formation of the city and Islamic society. In terms of
architecture and urban planning, in any war museum, the following strategies should be considered:
1)Durability of the external and internal form of war museums 2) Familiar forms in strengthening the
sense of patriotism 3) Designing a religious space within the museum 4) Considering educational and
research spaces Designing symbolic elements and landmarks 5) Designing service spaces for users 6)
Symbolic design of operational spaces 7) Design and representation space for artists.

Discussion and Conclusion

Sacred Defense museums must be filled with the spirituality inspired by the martyrs and combatants,
and the legacy of the frontlines and war, as well as their faith and beliefs. This is achieved through
spatial design based on the Iranian-Islamic architectural model and the legacy of the Sacred Defense.
Furthermore, Sacred Defense museums should serve as a place to introduce the lifestyle of the martyrs
and combatants as a model of a worthy life for future generations. The wills of the martyrs are one of
the legacies of the Sacred Defense, containing teachings of monotheistic beliefs and the martyr-
inspired lifestyle for the purpose of advancing toward the New Islamic Civilization. By comparing
global precedents with the Iranian-Islamic theoretical foundations of war museums, the dimensions of
similarity and difference in design principles can be extracted. In global precedents, the focus is on
evoking a sense of patriotism and national pride; displaying military capabilities and achievements;
creating identity for current and future generations by emphasizing their own military history; and
designing for promotional and propagational activities.
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