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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: New towns in Iran are designed to reduce population pressure on metropolises,
Research Paper but differences in goals and implementation have had different effects on their

physical structure. This study analyzes the role of urban policies on the
development of the physical-spatial structure of Sadra, that located 15
kilometers northwest of Shiraz. This study, with a descriptive-analytical
method and an applied approach, used a questionnaire and field and
documentary data, and the data were determined through a researcher-made
questionnaire of 100 people (professors and experts in the field of urban
planning in Fars province) according to the common standards of the
regression method to provide a sufficient sample size to achieve meaningful
results. The findings show that urban policies, with a correlation of 0.618,
explain 61 percent of the changes in the physical-spatial structure of Sadra.
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lljreg;/xoggsiéymaking’ The_ factors_of planning and organization (beta_: 0.502_), decision-_making and
development of physical spatial structure, policy-making (beta = 0.205), and administrative affairs and services (beta =
new Towns, 0.064) have the greatest impact, respectively. Transportation network, citizen
Sadra. participation, and waste management were identified as the most important

influencing factors, while weaknesses in maintaining public spaces and
institutional coordination are the main challenges. These results are in line
with global studies and emphasize the need to pay attention to sustainability,
spatial justice, and participation in policy-making.
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Introduction

Since the 1990s, the world has experienced a profound transformation in urbanization patterns, with
urban populations growing at an unprecedented rate. Between 1999 and 2000, approximately 57
million people were added annually to urban areas globally, a figure that increased to 77 million per
year from 2010 to 2015. This rapid urbanization, unevenly distributed across regions, has
predominantly concentrated in cities, leading to increasingly complex urban societies. Such
complexity, coupled with emerging social relationships, enhanced connectivity, and heightened
competitiveness, has positioned urban management and development as one of the critical challenges
of the 21st century. Cities, as hubs of population growth and economic activity, face challenges such
as congestion, environmental pollution, and infrastructure strain, necessitating innovative urban
planning and policymaking approaches. The spatial-physical structure of cities, a fundamental aspect
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of urban management, is pivotal in shaping their development trajectory. Understanding this structure
and the factors influencing its expansion across different periods is essential not only for interpreting
historical trends but also for guiding future growth. In developing countries like Iran, rapid
urbanization since the mid-20th century has disrupted traditional urban physical structures, particularly
in metropolitan areas, where demand for services and infrastructure has surged, underscoring the need
for modern urban management strategies. The spatial-physical structure of new cities—encompassing
architecture, urban fabric, expansion patterns, and available spaces—is significantly influenced by
urban policymaking. This structure affects residents’ quality of life and is closely linked to
environmental issues such as air pollution, traffic, and land-use changes. Urban policymaking, as a
subset of public policy, has emerged as a key tool in urban planning over recent decades. Through
centralized regulations and laws, governments exert influence over local institutions, shaping urban
structures—a dynamic particularly evident in new cities designed under centralized planning.
Advanced urban policymaking, rooted in socio-political frameworks and governance models, defines
development trajectories by setting guidelines for street layouts, land use, construction practices, and
spatial expansion. These policies not only steer development but also determine resource distribution,
impacting urban sustainability and efficiency.

The central research question is: How have urban policymaking efforts influenced the development
of Sadra City’s spatial-physical structure? The study posits that the type of management and planning
imposed—under centralized government and local oversight—has been instrumental in defining its
development patterns. Policies governing land allocation, infrastructure design, construction control,
and spatial expansion have collectively shaped the city’s form and function. However, challenges such
as rising population density, pressure on natural resources, and demand for public services indicate a
need to reassess existing policies.

This analysis offers multiple insights into new city management. It evaluates the extent to which
urban policies have achieved decentralization and sustainable development goals, identifies strengths
and weaknesses in adapting to local and regional needs, and proposes strategies to enhance urban
governance and quality of life. By focusing on Sadra, the study seeks a deeper understanding of the
interplay between advanced urban policymaking and spatial-physical development, contributing to
frameworks for more effective management of Iran’s new cities.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology with practical objectives, aiming to assess
current conditions and propose sustainable urban management solutions. The statistical population
comprises 100 urban planning and development experts in Sadra, including academic and executive
elites. Data collection combines documentary (library) and field methods, utilizing a questionnaire
designed based on theoretical studies to address research objectives and hypotheses. Data analysis,
conducted using SPSS software, involves descriptive and inferential statistics to summarize, code, and
categorize findings, establishing relationships between variables to test hypotheses and draw
conclusions.

Results

Findings reveal that urban policymaking significantly influences Sadra’s spatial-physical
development. Descriptive statistics (Tables 4-6 to 4-8) quantify the impact of decision-making,
planning, and execution factors. Decision-making and policymaking factors (e.g., citizen participation,
mean 4.300; land policies, mean 3.450) demonstrate substantial influence, with high citizen
engagement contrasting with variability in land policy perceptions. Planning factors (e.g.,
transportation networks, mean 4.360; institutional coordination, mean 3.260) highlight transportation’s
critical role and coordination challenges. Execution factors (e.g., waste management, mean 4.110;
public space maintenance, mean 2.960) indicate strengths in service delivery but weaknesses in
upkeep.

Regression analysis confirms a significant relationship (correlation 0.618, R? 0.382) between urban
policymaking and spatial-physical development, explaining 61% of variance. Planning and
organization factors ( = 0.502) exert the strongest influence, followed by decision-making (B = 0.205)
and execution (B = 0.064), emphasizing the primacy of planning in shaping Sadra’s structure.
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Conclusion

The study concludes that urban policymaking has directly shaped Sadra’s spatial-physical evolution,
aligning with global research on the importance of coordinated land and infrastructure policies.
However, challenges such as institutional misalignment, weak execution, and inadequate public space
maintenance hinder full realization of initial goals. Recommendations include enhancing institutional
coordination, boosting citizen participation, revising land policies, improving public space
management, and adopting long-term smart growth strategies. These findings are relevant not only to
Sadra but also to other Iranian new cities facing similar challenges, offering a roadmap for smarter,
more sustainable urban policymaking. Future research could compare Sadra with other new cities
globally to further refine these insights.
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