go% Urban Development Policy Making ST (S

l[fa;

Home Page: https://judpm.ir

Developing A Conceptual Framework For Participatory Budgeting In
Tehran Municipality

Amir Shahrabi Farahani'"* | Reza Ghanbarian®* | Salar Daneshfar®

1. Corresponding Author, PHD in Public Administration, Department of Management, Centeral Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran. Email: shahrabil979@yahoo.com.

2. PhD in Acounting, Faculty of Accounting, Allameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran. Email: reza.ghanbarian@gmail.com.

3. Master of International Business, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. Email: st.danesh@yahoo.com

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Paper

Avrticle History:

Received 16 October 2024
Revised 15 November 2024
Accepted 20 December 2024
Published Online 04 January 2025

Keywords:
Participatory Budgeting,
Citizen Engagement,
Municipal Governance,

The popularity of participatory budgeting as an institutional approach to
involve citizens and use their opinions in urban management is increasing
day by day. Participatory budgeting, as a new method in urban management,
has been widely accepted worldwide in order to increase transparency and
citizen participation in municipal decision-making. Considering the very
important and significant role of citizens in the development and
sustainability of the city, this method is used to attract their cooperation and
participation in municipal activities and is a powerful tool in attracting
citizens' cooperation and participation in municipal activities. However,
participatory budgeting in Iran is a new method and has recently been
considered. Therefore, in the present study, the authors have tried to design
and introduce a framework for implementing participatory budgeting in
Iranian municipalities by examining the common processes and mechanisms
of establishing participatory budgeting in municipalities in developed
countries.
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1. Introduction

Participatory budgeting has emerged as a significant institutional approach to enhance citizen
involvement in urban governance. It aims to improve transparency and encourage public participation
in municipal decision-making processes. Despite its widespread adoption globally, this method is
relatively new in Iran. This study explores the mechanisms of participatory budgeting in developed
countries to propose a framework for its implementation in Tehran's municipality

2. Background

Over the past three decades, PB has expanded globally, influencing budgetary practices in
municipalities across North America, Europe, and Asia. Various international organizations, such as
the World Bank and OECD, recognize PB as a best practice for fostering citizen engagement, financial
transparency, and local governance efficiency. However, despite its global recognition, PB remains a
relatively new concept in Iran. While some municipalities in Iran have attempted to involve citizens in
budget discussions, these efforts do not fully align with the structured PB processes implemented in
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other parts of the world. This study examines international experiences to propose a localized
framework for PB in Tehran.

3. Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive research methodology, focusing on participatory budgeting processes in
various municipalities worldwide. By analyzing these practices, the research identifies key
components, including indicators, intermediary factors, and outcomes of participatory budgeting, to
develop a tailored framework for Tehran

4. Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that participatory budgeting significantly enhances financial transparency, citizen
engagement, and municipal accountability. It mitigates information asymmetry between policymakers
and citizens, fostering a more inclusive and responsive governance system. The study emphasizes the
importance of two-way communication in ensuring effective citizen participation and decision-making

5. Conclusion

Participatory budgeting is instrumental in fostering democratic governance and enhancing public trust
in municipal institutions. It ensures that resource allocation reflects public priorities, thereby
improving the efficacy of municipal services. The proposed framework for Tehran highlights the need
for continuous evaluation and adaptation to the participatory budgeting process, ensuring its success
and sustainability. The study recommends leveraging digital platforms to facilitate citizen engagement
and streamline the participatory budgeting process.
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