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The significance of urban management in shaping urban culture and lifestyle
cannot be understated. This article delves into the intricate relationship
between urban development policies and their impact on the evolving
cultural and social landscapes in cities within Iran. With the transition of city
management responsibilities to non-governmental entities and public
institutions, understanding its challenges and contributions becomes
imperative. Utilizing a comprehensive approach that integrates articles,
research studies, and library resources, this research adopts semi-structured
qualitative interviews spanning the past three decades. By soliciting insights
from cultural experts and urban management professionals, the study
examines sociological, contextual, and behavioral determinants. The
findings underscore that urban management policies both internal and
influenced by global and governmental factors play pivotal roles in shaping
urban culture, social services, and citizen lifestyles. The article emphasizes
that a centralized approach to urban management, devoid of collaboration
with relevant institutions and stakeholders, risks inefficiencies and

challenges.

Cite this article: Ebadati, N. & Forouzandeh, L. (2025). The role of urban management in urban culture and lifestyle. Urban
Development Policy Making, 1 (1), 57-72. DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/judpm.2025.502718.1006

© Naser Ebadati, Lotfollah Forouzandeh
BY NC

DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/judpm.2025.502718.1006
Introduction

Recent cultural changes and transformations in Iran have become a primary concern for policymakers.
However, understanding the precise trends and cultural shifts has often relied more on personal
perceptions rather than systematic and scientific observation. Research among cultural policy experts
indicates a notable ambiguity regarding the identification of urban cultural challenges, the processes of
cultural policymaking, and the role of government or municipal management in these processes. This
lack of clarity is reflected in the content of policies, expectations from them, and their outcomes,
exposing cultural policymaking to political conflicts and inconsistencies in execution and evaluation.

In the early 1990s, influenced by urbanization, there was a shift in citizen needs that led to new
cultural attitudes among many residents. Consequently, municipalities began to pay more attention to
social and cultural issues. For instance, in Tehran, initiatives such as the establishment of the
Hamshahri newspaper, neighborhood cultural houses, cultural centers, and cinema theaters by the
municipality highlighted a growing focus on creating spaces for leisure activities and developing
tourism projects . This approach gradually became institutionalized across other municipalities,
particularly in major cities, with city councils increasingly addressing social and cultural issues within
their planning frameworks.
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Despite these advancements, the diverse cultural issues and social concerns have led to fluctuating
policy directions from city councils and municipalities. Changes in council members or mayors often
result in shifts in urban cultural approaches, significantly influenced by the political affiliations of
each term. Unlike traditional municipal responsibilities concerning urban services and infrastructure
projects, there is a lack of precise metrics to evaluate performance in the cultural domain or urban
lifestyle. This gap is exacerbated by overlapping responsibilities with other relevant institutions.

This article aims to present an overview of the cultural, social functions, and urban lifestyles
influenced by municipal management. It seeks to incorporate these aspects into planning and
policymaking while considering global communication developments and urban transformations. The
discussion will explore various dimensions of this topic comprehensively.

Proposal method

This research involves a review conducted through the collection of articles, studies, and library
research, utilizing semi-structured qualitative interviews to define the structural and temporal horizons
over the last three decades. With a practical approach, insights were gathered from cultural experts in
the country and the field of urban management, examining the contextual and behavioral sociological
factors expressed in three domains: cultural, social, and urban lifestyle.

In today's era, the rapid growth of communication and exchanges between countries, increased
migrations, international travel, the presence of social networks, and transformations in media have
significantly influenced citizens' lifestyles and cultural behaviors. This has led to changes and
vulnerabilities in preserving authentic and desirable cultures that align with a country's patterns and
values. Consequently, the control over culture and citizen behavior no longer adheres to a single model;
instead, it is affected by global symbols and patterns, which may or may not align with fundamental
values or may stem from specific cultural policies and orientations created for particular objectives by
some state leaders. Thus, governmental management or ruling systems in the realm of culture and
lifestyle face serious challenges. For effective cultural and social planning, it is essential to consider
global dimensions, cultural confrontations, and transnational orientations in today's context. Khajeh
Sarvi et al. (2003) emphasize that global flows of capital, goods, services, technology, communication,
and information increasingly undermine states' control over time and space. Multiple identities challenge
the dominance of ruling systems over historical timelines that were previously achievable through
tradition and the reconstruction of national identity. In this context, the most critical issue for
governments is the dynamism and rationality in formulating and implementing cultural policies.

Conclusion

A comprehensive summary of the relationship between urban management and urban culture or
urbanization indicates that the cultural challenges facing urbanization are influenced by two main
perspectives. Firstly, the type of approach and organizational culture of urban management, which
undergoes changes during different managerial periods or policy-making frameworks, leads to
significant shifts in orientations and planning. This affects the functions of urban services, construction,
and environmental issues, which in turn impact the style and quality of life as well as citizen behavior.
Given that contemporary urban life requires specific laws and communications, any negligence or
oversight of these laws can result in numerous social, economic, and cultural anomalies. Citizens' rights
and responsibilities lay the groundwork for urban behavior and culture, making it essential to strengthen
the foundation of civic laws and urban culture to effectively reduce anomalies and social grievances.

On the other hand, a mismatch between plans or policies and the culture and lifestyle of the people
leads to inefficiency and renders formulated and implemented plans unusable. Various factors such as
political changes, international orientations, social class, social identity, cultural beliefs, and urban
development alter needs and lifestyle patterns. Therefore, it is necessary for urban management to
engage in cultural and social planning while monitoring its effectiveness. This involves dividing
programs, determining common actions aligned with objectives, and defining boundaries of
responsibilities within this domain using appropriate tools, indicators, and metrics. Otherwise, the
effectiveness of these programs will be weak.
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